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“Human connections are… the 
invisible threads that are the 
strongest ties.” – Friedrich Nietzsche  
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As Nietzsche observed, human connections are the “invisible threads that are the strongest ties.” Making connections goes far beyond membership



Making Connections 

 
ASHRAE is changing the       
world 



                Operation 

  Research 

Design 

Construction 
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I’m honored to address you today as PRESIDENT of ASHRAE. I believe I bring a unique characteristic to this office. I must be the first president who doesn’t mind being pushed around. [pause while audience chuckles] In all seriousness, I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 1978 and I’ve been using a wheelchair since 1993. Throughout my life, I’ve learned a thing or two about perseverance and finding solutions to new and challenging problems. And those are some of the attributes engineers, in general, apply every day as we strive to advance human well-being through sustainable technology for the built environment. I’m delighted and humbled to serve as your president for the next year. My presidential theme will focus on the important first goal of our ASHRAE strategic plan



ASHRAE’s Value Proposition 

• Research 
• Standards  
• Sharing Knowledge  
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Making Connections 
    
 

                 First leg is Research 
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Standards are the 
second part of the 
three-legged stool 

 



Making Connections 

Sharing our knowledge  
– the third leg of the 
three-legged stool 

 

 



Making Connections 

“A dream you dream  
alone is only a dream. A  
dream you dream  
together is reality.” 

John Lennon  



“Life is a journey, not a destination.” 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson said “Life is a journey not a destination.”  



 A Childhood Dream 
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David was 11 Trans Canada highway was being built in Southern Saskatchewan near his village of 750







HVAC Enterprise including: 
• Industry 
• Associations & Governments 
• Public  

New and Future 
Members 

   Members 
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I’m honored to address you today as PRESIDENT of ASHRAE. I believe I bring a unique characteristic to this office. I must be the first president who doesn’t mind being pushed around. [pause while audience chuckles] In all seriousness, I was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis in 1978 and I’ve been using a wheelchair since 1993. Throughout my life, I’ve learned a thing or two about perseverance and finding solutions to new and challenging problems. And those are some of the attributes engineers, in general, apply every day as we strive to advance human well-being through sustainable technology for the built environment. I’m delighted and humbled to serve as your president for the next year. My presidential theme will focus on the important first goal of our ASHRAE strategic plan



Volunteers 
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BUT: we have to find new ways of making the best use of members’ time. Life is busy and only getting busier, especially for those with young families. With advances in technology, it is almost impossible to escape the demands of work and its intrusion on our personal lives. Thus, we commonly talk about living in an environment of ‘time poverty’. We’ve got to find more efficient ways to spread the volunteer work around, in part based on the various stages of life for our members. Immediate Past President Tom Phoenix appointed an ad hoc committee to review the time commitment required for winter and summer meetings (Jodi to update closer to time of speech).  I would like to extend that work by considering alternate ways for being involved in chapter activities. I plan to further  this ad hoc activity for another year with participation of chapter members who concentrate on local affairs.



Volunteers 

 

Why join ASHRAE? 
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Education and mentoring



New and Future Members 



Enterprise Communities 

 
   Partnerships 

 



Enterprise Communities 

• Environments that 
breed excellence 

• Making the world a 
better place 



What’s next?  



Making Connections 
 

Volunteering 

Attracting new 
members 

Telling the 
ASHRAE  
story 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Yes, we have challenges before us. Every one of us knows that HVAC&R makes up a large component of a building’s cost and maintenance.  Our collective responsibility is to make sure that owners and users get the best value for the money they spend.  So, what does it take to ensure our HVAC&R research, innovation and application engine grows and continues to deliver phenomenal results? An important key to any successful and productive research enterprise is talent — the engineers and their teams, working in universities in partnership with industry, government and others. Talent moves where it can flourish; where it is embraced and supported. As we promote research investment, we need to show how that investment is going to deliver real, measurable and practical results. My job as President – and our job as ASHRAE members – is to cultivate an environment that breeds excellence and allows innovation to flourish.



 
 
 

Thank you 
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THANK YOU!!!
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